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SUBJECT:  SEVEN  MORE  MINISTERS  APPROVED  — TEN  REJECTED 
REF:  KABUL  0021 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  Eikenberry  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 

f.  1 . (S)  Summary:  The  Afghan  Lower  House  (Wolesi  Jirga  - WJ)  has  voted  to  accept  7 of  17  Cabinet  nominees  presented  in  President  Karzai's  second 


WJ  Votes  on  the  Second  Tranche  of  Cabinet  Nominees 


T2 . (U)  On  January  16,  the  WJ  voted  to  approve  seven  of  17  Cabinet  nominees  presented  in  Karzai's  second  tranche  of  candidates.  Ten  nominees  we 
f.3 . (U)  Those  candidates  approved  in  the  second  tranche  included  the  Foreign  Affairs  Minister,  Justice,  Hajj  and  Religious  Affairs,  Economy,  Ru 

Palace:  "We  Wanted  Them  To  Be  Rejected" 

14 . (S)  Presidential  Palace  Chief  of  Staff  Omer  Daudzai  told  D/Ambassador  Ricciardone  January  12  that  the  palace  purposefully  introduced  weak  c 
Political  Winners  and  Losers 


15 . (S)  The  political  winners  of  the  vote  include  Pashtun  and  Tajik  conservatives,  as  well  as  a Counternarcotics  Minister  associated  with  the  c 
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party  (Health,  Transport,  and  Communications.)  The  three  Hazara  candidates  (Commerce,  Public  Works,  and  Urban  Development)  and  the  one  pro-Irar 
Vote  Motivations  Remain  Numerous 

1.6 . (SBU)  The  WJ's  display  of  strength  both  on  January  2 and  January  16  no  doubt  reflected  a variety  of  motives,  including  candidates'  qualific 

1.7 . (SBU)  The  WJ  also  sought  to  assert  itself  after  years  of  executive  dominance,  in  particular  in  the  first  round  of  cabinet  voting.  At  least 

1.8 . (S)  Understandably,  MPs  wanted  to  maximize  their  leverage  for  both  political  and  financial  gain.  The  cabinet  approval  process  is  one  of  the 

1.9 . (S)  Some  MPs  have  voted  against  warlord  candidates,  and  opposed  or  supported  others  depending  on  ethnic  affiliations.  Notably,  unlike  in  t 

Short  Bios  And  Vote  Tallies 


1.1 0 .  ( S ) Approved : 

— Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  Zalmay  Rassoul.  Pashtun.  Afghan  Millat  Political  Party  affiliation,  but  also  associated  with  the  former  king  Zahi 
— Minister  of  Justice  Habibullah  Ghuleb.  Tajik.  He  was  nominated  by  the  infamous  Northern  Alliance  warlord  MP  Ustad  Abdurab  Rasoul  Sayyaf,  and 
— Hajj  and  Religious  Affairs.  Dr.  Mohammad  Yusuf  Niazi.  Pashtun.  Sayyaf 's  Islamic  Call  Party.  Nangarhar.  PhD  in  Islamic  Studies.  He  worked  in  t 
— Economy  Ministry 
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Haji  Abdul  Hadi  Arghandewal.  Pashtun.  He  is  the  head  of  the  Hezb-e-Islami  Afghanistan  Party  (HIA).  BA  in  Economics.  He  is  also  currently  one  of 
— Rural  Rehabilitation  and  Development  Ministry  Jarullah  Mansoori.  Tajik.  He  is  associated  with  influential  MP  Professor  Burhanuddin  Rabbani  ar 
— Labor,  Social  Affairs  and  Martyred  - Amena  Safi  Afzali.  Female.  Tajik.  Rumored  to  be  associated  with  Rabbani's  Jamiat  Party,  associated  with 
— Counternarcotics  - Zarar  Ahmad  Moqbel.  Tajik.  Associated  with  First  Vice  President  and  former  warlord  Marshal  Fahim.  Parwan.  BA  in  Education 

,2.1 1.  (C)  Rejected 

— Higher  Education  Ministry  Dr.  Muhammad  Hashim  Hesmatullahee . Kazilbash.  Many  MPs  allege  he  was  nominated  by  the  Iranians;  in  the  past  he  has 
— Public  Health  Ministry  Dr.  Suraya  Dalil.  Female.  Uzbek.  Former  warlord  General  Dostum  and  the  Junbesh  Political  Party.  Jowzjan.  She  obtained 
KABUL  00000131  004  OF  005 

medio  without  a head  scarf,  while  others  were  convinced  she  was  a Communist.  Yea:  86  Nay:  116  Abstain/blank/spoiled:  17 

— Public  Works  Ministry  Engineer  Bashir  Lalee.  Hazara.  He  was  supported  by  Khalili  and  Mohaqqeq.  Bachelors  in  Construction.  Ghazni.  His  father 
— Commerce  Ministry  Mohammad  Hadi  Hakimi.  Hazara.  He  is  associated  with  influential  Hazara  former  warlord  Haji  Mohammad  Mohaqqeq  and  his  branch 
— Transportation  Ministry  Abdul  Rahim  Ouras.  Turkman.  Former  warlord  General  Dostum  and  the  Junbesh  Political  Party.  Faryab.  Phd  in  Constructic 
— Women's  Affairs  Ministry  Palwasha  Hassan.  Female.  Pashtun.  Some  think  she  is  associated  with  Pir  Gailani.  Kabul.  Bachelor  of  Science  from  a t 
— Refugee  Affairs  Ministry  Eng.  Abdul  Rahim.  Tajik.  He  is  associated  with  Marshal  Fahim  and  influential  MP  Professor  Burhanuddin  Rabbani  and  hi 
— Tribal  and  Border  Affairs  Ministry  Arsala  Jamal.  Pashtun.  Hezb-e-Islami  Afghanistan.  Khost.  Bachelor  of  Economics  from  the  University  of  Male 
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uncorroborated  rumors  of  corruption.  He  speaks  Pashtu,  Dari  and  English.  Yea:  94  Nay:  116  Abstain/blank/spoiled:  13 

— Urban  Development  Ministry  Engineer  Sultan  Hussein  Hasari.  Hazara.  Associated  with  Second  Vice  President  Khalili  and  his  branch  of  the  Wahdas 
— Communications  Ministry  Abdul  Qadoos  Hamidi.  His  nomination  was  announced  on  January  10.  Jowzjan.  Dostum  and  the  Junbesh  party.  He  has  a Bach 


